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FIU’s El Salvador workshop on environmental clean-
up and renewable energy strengthens US-Salvador an
military cooper ation

EL SALVADOR (March 8, 2007) — Florida International University’s Applied
Research Center (ARC), in conjunction with the Joint Staff of the Salvadoran Military, United
States Southern Command (SOUTHCOM), and the U.S. Army, conducted a workshop on
Environment and Renewable Energy Technologies in San Salvador, El Salvador. The purpose of
this workshop was to bring key military strategists, scientists, politicians, and economists
together in the spirit of bolstering joint cooperation between the United States, El Salvador, and

other interests in the region.

The March 6-7 workshop was the culmination of the tireless work done by ARC in
validating the use of renewable energy generation, water purifications, and environmental clean-
up technologies in El Salvador. The workshop included a visit to the Salvadoran Cavalry Base
where participants had the opportunity to witness two of the implemented systems in action. The
first of which was a Biomass Power Generation System which generates the power for the entire
instalation by generating 100 kW of electricity using coconut shells, and wood refuse as
renewable energy. The second technology being implemented is a Constructed Wetland that



treats over 40,000 gallons of waste water daily via a naturally sustainable process. The two
technologies complement each other in providing a virtualy limitless source of clean drinking
water and an environmentally viable source of renewable energy to the military garrison. “The
economic, and environmental benefits of renewable energy must be considered as part of the
transformation plans for any modern military force,” stated Colonel Jerry Miller (USAF, Ret.),

Associate Director for Applied Research Center’s Military Programs.

As most traditional military support programs have primarily been focused on weapons
and operational exercises, the Western Hemisphere Information Exchange (WHIX) Program has
been a ground breaking initiative by the U.S. Army and SOUTHCOM, conceived to foster
hemispheric regional military cooperation through non-traditional means. The significance of the
event was summed up by Harlan Sands, Executive Director of FIU-ARC:

“This US-Salvadoran partnership is an important first step in strengthening the * Army-to-
Army’ collaboration in sustainable energy and environmental technology deployment for the
direct benefit of the local people. FIU is excited to operate the U.S. Army's Western
Hemispheric Information Exchange Program, and to help foster information exchange in which
Latin American and United States militaries, as well as civilian stakeholders, adapt
environmentally sustainable energy solutionsto local needs.”

For conference proceedings, and more information on these new technologies, visit FIU-
ARC’sweb site at: http://www.arc.fiu.edu/whix/.
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